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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to applicant's communication filed on 14 January 2008. Claims 1- 
3, 6-8, and 17-19 are now pending in the present application and claims 4-5 and 9-16 are 
canceled. This office action is made Non-Final. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was fded in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 14 January 2008 has been 
entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 6-8, and 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bahl 
et al. (hereinafter Bahl) (US 6,799,047 Bl). 
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Regarding claim 1, Bahl discloses in a system wherein a mobile computer (20, 80) 
which reads on the claimed "portable device", arranged for wireless data communications 
with a computer (84), is located using radio signals between said portable device (20) and 
base stations which reads on the claimed "fixed devices" (see col. 4, lines 51-57; col. 5, lines 
28-37; col. 13, lines 24-28; Figs. 1-4 and 6), and 

wherein said computer (84) uses a database relating radio signal characteristics to 
location to compute location of said device (see col. 9, lines 34-47; col. 12, lines 42-46; Figs. 
1-4 and 6), and 

communicates location data to said portable device (20, 80) using wireless data 
communications (see Figs. 1-4 and 6), a method comprising the steps of: 

receiving characteristic data representing radio signal environment in a sub-area (e.g., 
office 92) corresponding to said location data (see col. 5, lines 28-37; col. 12, lines 46-51; 
Figs. 1-4 and 6), where the system exchange communication between computer (84) and 
portable device (20, 80), 

monitoring received radio signals corresponding to said data representing radio signal 
environment to detect a change in location of said device (20, 80) (see col. 5, lines 42-54; 
col. 12, lines 27-30; Figs. 1-4 and 6), where the system monitors the strength of a signal; 

determining said device (20, 80) has moved to a further location based on a detected 
change in said received radio signals (see Figs. 1-4 and 6), wherein said portable device (20, 
80) signals said computer (84) to provide updated location data if said device (20, 80) 
determines that it has changed location (see Figs. 1-4 and 6); and 
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increasing a rate of updated location data upon determining said device (20, 80) has 
moved (see col. 12, lines 42-51; Figs. 1-4 and 6), where the mobile computer (20, 80) is able 
to determine the location of the mobile computer (20, 80) in which data (e.g., map and table) 
is passed to the mobile computer (20, 80) and the data is updated according to conditions 
such as movement, traffic, and/or times (see col. 12, line 51 - col. 13, line 12). 

Regarding claim 2, Bahl discloses the method specified in claim 1 wherein said 
portable device (20, 80) uses said characteristic data and said radio signals corresponding to 
said radio signal environment to update said location data (see col. 5, lines 42-54; Figs. 1-4 
and 6). 

Regarding claim 3, Bahl discloses the method specified in claim 2 wherein said 
device (20, 80) is arranged to transmit said location data to a computer in association with 
further data and wherein said device (20, 80) transmits said updated location data in 
association with said further data (see col. 5, lines 42-54; col. 9, lines 34-47; col. 12, lines 42- 
46; Figs. 1-4 and 6). 

Regarding claim 6, Bahl discloses a portable device (20, 80) arranged to 
communicate with a computer (84) using wireless data communications (see col. 4, lines 51- 
57; col. 5, lines 28-37; col. 13, lines 24-28; Figs. 1-4 and 6), comprising: 

at least one wireless network interface (53) which reads on the claimed "radio receiver" 
for receiving signals including data communications (see col. 4, lines 14-20; Figs. 1-4 and 6); 
and 

a processing unit (21) which reads on the claimed "processor" arranged to (see Figs. 1-4 
and 6): 
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receive from said radio and store location data and characteristic data representing radio 
signal environment in a sub-area (e.g., office 92) corresponding to said location data (see col. 
3, lines 12-32; col. 5, lines 28-37; Figs. 1-4 and 6), where the system exchange 
communication between computer (84) and portable device (20, 80), 

monitor signals corresponding to said radio signal environment and to provide said 
processor (21) with radio signal data corresponding to said radio signal environment (see col. 
5, lines 28-37; col. 12, lines 46-51; Figs. 1-4 and 6), 

use said radio signal data and said characteristic data representing radio signal 
environment in a sub-area (e.g., office 92) corresponding to said location data to determine if 
said device has changed location (see col. 5, lines 42-54; col. 12, lines 27-30; Figs. 1-4 and 
6), where the system monitors the strength of a signal, 

determine said device (20, 80) has moved to a further location based on a detected change 
in said received radio signals, 

increasing a rate of updated location data upon determining said device (20, 80) has 
moved (see col. 12, lines 42-51; Figs. 1-4 and 6), where the mobile computer (20, 80) is able 
to determine the location of the mobile computer (20, 80) in which data (e.g., map and table) 
is passed to the mobile computer (20, 80) and the data is updated according to conditions 
such as movement, traffic, and/or times (see col. 12, line 51 - col. 13, line 12). 

Regarding claim 7, Bahl discloses the portable device as specified in claim 6 wherein 
said processor (21) is further arranged to use said radio signal data and said characteristic 
data representing radio signal environment in a sub-area (e.g., office 92) corresponding to 
said location data to update said location data (see col. 5, lines 42-54; Figs. 1-4 and 6). 
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Regarding claim 8, Bahl discloses the portable device (20, 80) as specified in claim 7 
wherein said device is arranged to transmit said location data to a computer (84) in 
association with other data (see col. 5, lines 42-54; col. 9, lines 34-47; col. 12, lines 42-46; 
Figs. 1-4 and 6). 

Regarding claim 17, Bahl discloses a system (see Figs. 1-4 and 6), comprising: 

a receiving means receiving characteristic data representing radio signal environment in a 
sub-area (e.g., office 92) corresponding to said location data (see col. 5, lines 28-37; col. 12, 
lines 46-51; Figs. 1-4 and 6), where the system exchange communication between computer 
(84) and portable device (20, 80), 

a monitoring means monitoring received radio signals corresponding to the said 
characteristic data representing radio signal environment to detect a change in location of a 
device (20, 80) (see col. 5, lines 42-54; col. 12, lines 27-30; Figs. 1-4 and 6), where the 
system monitors the strength of a signal; 

a determining means determining the device (20, 80) has moved to a further location 
based on a detected change in the received radio signals (see Figs. 1-4 and 6), wherein said 
portable device (20, 80) signals said computer (84) to provide updated location data if said 
device (20, 80) determines that it has changed location (see Figs. 1-4 and 6); and 

a data transmitting means increasing a rate of updated location data upon determining 
said device (20, 80) has moved (see col. 12, lines 42-51; Figs. 1-4 and 6), where the mobile 
computer (20, 80) is able to determine the location of the mobile computer (20, 80) in which 
data (e.g., map and table) is passed to the mobile computer (20, 80) and the data is updated 
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according to conditions such as movement, traffic, and/or times (see col. 12, line 51 - col. 13, 
line 12). 

Regarding claims 18-19, the claims as applied to claim 17 are rejected for the same 
reasons as set forth above in claims 2-3 respectively. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 6-8, and 17-19 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection necessitated by the 
amended language, new limitations, and/or new claims. 

In response to applicant's arguments, the Examiner respectfully disagrees as the 
applied refcrcncc(s) provide more than adequate support and to further clarify (see the above 
claims for relevant citations). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to WILLIE J. DANIEL JR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7907. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on (571) 272-7904. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 

applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 

for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 

about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 

access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 

9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 

Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 

OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/WJD,Jr/ 

WJD,Jr 

19 March 2008 



/Charles N. Appiah/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



